THE  FUTURE  POLICY  OF  RUSSIA

which crossed one another from Araktcheyeff down to the
Decembrists; anyhow the Greeks, the firstborn of the
Russian policy of liberation, were a disappointment to
Russia, if not a decisive one. The policy of the libera-
tion of Greece has, from the time of Navarino, ceased,
even in the eyes of the Russians, to be a Russian spe-
ciality. It was a long time before the Russian cabinet
drew the conclusion from this critical event. The rudis
indigestaque moles of Russia is too heavy to be easily
moved by every observation of political instinct. They
went on liberating, and the experience they had had with
the Greeks repeated itself with the Roumanians, Servians,
and Bulgarians. All these races have gladly accepted
Russian help for liberation from the Turks; but since
they have been free they have shown no tendency to accept
the Czar as successor of the Sultan. I do not know
whether in St. Petersburg they share the conviction that
even < the only friend' of the Czar, the Prince of Monte-
negro, will continue to hoist the Russian flag only so long
as he expects equivalents in gold and power, though this,
considering his distant and isolated situation, would to
some extent be excusable; but it cannot be unknown in
St. Petersburg that the Vladika was ready and perhaps is
still ready to come forward as constable for the Grand
Turk at the head of the Balkan peoples, if this idea were
to find at the Porte an acceptance and support sufficiently
favourable to make it profitable for Montenegro.

If at St. Petersburg they wish to draw conclusions from
their previous mistakes, and profit by their experience, the
natural thing would be for them to limit themselves to
the less fantastical progress which can be attained by
the weight of regiments and cannons. Experience has not
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